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Memo: Membership audit
June 3, 2015
From: Interim CEO Denise Malan

To the board:

In early May, INN staff undertook an audit of members to ensure they are complying with membership standards, namely creating journalism or advocating for journalist causes; disclosing all donors of $1,000 or more and paying annual dues. 

Detailed results from this audit can be found in the attached spreadsheet, which was compiled by Membership Coordinator Laura Bertocci. For your convenience, I have summarized the findings and made recommendations for action to remove several members from our membership roster. Through this audit we also identified several members who appeared to have issues with donor reporting requirements (either incomplete or outdated information or information we were unable to find). Staff is communicating with these members to resolve those issues.

Staff will incorporate this annual review into our policies, to be completed in May/June each year in advance of the spring board meeting and the next membership dues billing cycle in July.

Delinquent dues

Two organizations have not paid their dues from 2014, despite best efforts by staff, and are recommended for removal from membership.

WBEZ, 91.5- Chicago Public Media
Ochberg Society for Trauma Journalism

Elected not to renew membership

Two organizations decided not to renew membership for 2015 and are recommended for removal.

Health News Florida
Texas Observer

No longer operating

Three organizations ceased operations in 2014 and have indicated to staff they no longer wish to be members. My recommendation is for the board to remove these organizations and for the executive director to notify them.

Homicide Watch
Mission and State
Newspaper Tree Corp.
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